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1. Description of the problem:

The right to food for all is one of the major problems in today’s world. By now,
researches prove that there are currently 1.02 billion people that are suffering from
hunger and malnutrition. These risks are classified by the World Health Organization as
the number one risk to health worldwide. In 2004, 36 million people died because of
hunger or hunger related causes.

2. Definition of key terms

Food Security: Food Security is the continued access to nutritious food for all people at
all times to guarantee an active and healthy life. Households are defined as being food
secure if their occupants live without hunger or the fear of starvation.

Malnutrition/Undernourishment: Malnutrition is the lack of nutrients that can lead to
nutrition disorders like the impossibility to maintain natural body functions of growth,
pregnancy, learning abilities, etc. Malnutrition and undernourishment, which is the
status of people whose food does not fulfill the amount of nutrients and calories needed
for a healthy life, often lead to a person becoming underweight.

Declaration of Human rights: The Declaration of Human rights was adopted and
proclaimed on December 10, 1948 by the General Assembly. Article 25 of the
Declaration states that “Everyone has the right to a standard of living adequate for the
health and well-being of himself and of his family, including food, clothing, housing and
medical care and necessary social services, and the right to security in the event of
unemployment, sickness, disability, widowhood, old age or other lack of livelihood in
circumstances beyond his control.”

Milllenium Development Goals (MDGs): The Millennium Development Goals are eight
aims that 192 UN member states agreed to achieve by the year 2015. They include the
eradication of world hunger and the reduction of people who suffer from hunger by
50%. In addition it is aspired to reduce the prevalence of underweight children less than
five years of age and to reduce the percentage of population below minimum level
dietary energy consumption.

Rome Declaration on World Food Security: Adopted on November 16, 1996 at the
World Food Summit in Rome the Rome Declaration on World Food Security is a
commitment of the world leaders to eradicate hunger, half the amount of
undernourished people by 2015 and entirely eliminate hunger by 2025. The Rome
Declaration includes the steps necessary to achieve global food security.



3. Background/ general information:

The permanent lack of nutrients is compensated by the humans’ body trough slowing
down physical and mental activity. A hungry person will find it harder to concentrate
and children will lose any ability to participate in learning activity, which affects their
physical and mental development. Furthermore daily undernourishment weakens a
person’s immune system. Especially children become too weak to fight common
diseases. 25% of all hungry people are children. Often, these children are born into
poverty, as 17 million children per year are born underweight due to insufficient
nutrition before and during pregnancy.

The lack of food is the result of poverty, conflict and poor agricultural technology.
Farmers in less economically developed countries are not able to afford tools such as
nitrogen fertilizers and pesticides or the seeds to plant crops. In many developing
countries leads the lack of infrastructure and warehouses to high transport costs, a lack
of storage facilities and unreliable water supplies. Aid in he form of food is often
destructive to a nations economy since it is produced below market price, which
undercuts the local farmers businesses. The result is the loss of jobs and poverty. Only in
times of emergencies, food aid can be helpful as a short term solution.

In addition the increased occurrence of extreme weather conditions especially in the
climate region of the sub-tropics and tropics lead to inability to cultivate food. Drought
is the most common cause of food shortages. But also monsoon floods lead to changed
soil conditions that prevent cultivation. Global Warming as a result of climate change is
only adding the problem.

The paradox of the immense problem of hunger and malnutrition is that there actually is
enough food produced in the world to feed every malnourished human being. The Food
and Agriculture Organization declared that about eighty percent of hungry children live
in countries that produce food surpluses. Therefore distribution and purchasing of food
is the most important element of food security.

4. Timeline of key events:

Date Description of event

1948 Universal Declaration of Human Rights recognizes the right to food in
article 25

1979 The UN Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) begins monitoring the
human right to food

1996 WorldFoodSummit

2001 Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations sets up an

intergovernmental working group for the drafting of voluntary
guidelines to assist states to achieve the progressive realization of the
right to food.

2004 The Voluntary Guidelines to Support the Progressive Realization of the
Right to Adequate Food is adopted by the FAO



2007 Food and Agriculture Organization calls for renewed commitment to the
right to food on World Food Day

2008 2009  United Nations High-level Conference on World Food Security in Rome
High Level Meeting on Food Security for All

5. Relevant treaties, UN resolutions and actions taken

In the past years many resolutions have been drafted and adopted by different UN
committees but the problem of food insecurity still affects more than one billion people
worldwide. To name just a few of the resolutions and reports:

- Human Rights and Extreme Poverty - Draft Resolution, 11 April 2003
(E/CN.4/2003/L.26) The right to food, and progress in developing international
voluntary guidelines for ist implementation

- Draft Resolution, 7 August 2003 (E/CN.4/SUB.2/2003/L.5)

- Report of the Independent Expert on the Question of Human Rights and Extreme
Poverty, 11 February 2005 (E/CN.4/2005/49)

- Agriculture Development and Food Security - Draft Resolution, 18 December
2008 (A/63/L.64)

- The Right to Food - Revised Draft Resolution, 11 November 2009
(A/C.3/64/L.30/REV.1)

All the resolutions and reports can be found on http://document.un.org/

6. Position of major parties involved

65% of the people suffering from hunger live in India, China, the Democratic Republic of
Congo, Bangladesh, Indonesia, Pakistan and Ethiopia. The majority of hungry people are
in developing nations and less developed countries, living mainly in villages in Asia and
Africa.

United Nations World Food Program (WFP): One of the most common UN Food and
Agriculture Organization is the United Nations World Food Program. Founded in 1962,
the WFP deals directly with the issue of hunger and malnutrition and it is their prior aim
to give post-conflict or post-disaster emergency aid.

Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO): The FAO acts as a UN forum to discuss
agreements concerning food trade and the right to food. Since the foundation in 1945 its
main aim is to help less developed countries to become more agriculturally modern and
capable of producing crops.

International Fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD): Established in 1977, as a
response to the food crisis at that time, the International Fund for Agricultural
Development provides financial aid for food production in the developing world and
advocates efficient food distribution.

7. Useful sources and links


http://document.un.org/

Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) http://www.fao.org/

International Fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD) http://www.ifad.org/

United Nations World Food Programme (WFP) http://www.wfp.org

Rome Declaration and Plan of Action
http://www.fao.org/docrep/003/w3613e/w3613e00.HTM

United Nations. Universal Declaration of Human Rights
http://www.un.org/en/documents/udhr/

"Food security" Wikipedia http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Food_security

"Malnutrition" http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World hunger



http://www.ifad.org/
http://www.fao.org/docrep/003/w3613e/w3613e00.HTM
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_hunger

