
MUNOL 2010 

Research report             
ȵ4ÈÅ ÓÉÔÕÁÔÉÏÎ ÉÎ !ÆÇÈÁÎÉÓÔÁÎȱ 

 

Jan-Kolja Peters 

09.02.2010 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Content 
 
 

1. Location and general information                                                          2

        
 
 

2. The Situation          2 
 

a. Background and Chronology                                2 
b. Domestic Outline in Afghanistan                          3 
c. Security Situation in Afghanistan                                                                     4                                                                 

        
 
 

3. Map of The Area                                                                                             5
  
 

4. Inform Yourself About                                                                                6                                            
 
a.  Un Bodies present in the area                                                                                 6 
b.  Documents and  Treaties you must be informed about                              6 

c.   Useful                                                                                                                                6 

5. Useful Links                                                                                                           6 

Sources                                                                                                                        6 

 
 
       

         

        

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

1. Location and General Information  
 

      The Islamic Republic of Afghanistan is a country in South-Central Asia. It is located within 
Central Asia, South Asia or also called the Middle East. It is bordered by Iran, Pakistan, 
Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan.  

Afghanistan has been an ancient focal 
point of the Silk Road and migration. It 
is an important location, connecting 
East and West Asia. The land has been a 
target of various invaders but as well 
been a source from which local powers 
invaded neighboring regions and 
countries to form their own empires. 
Ahmad Shah Durrani created the 
Durrani Empire in 1747, which is today 
considered the beginning of modern 
Afghanistan. In 1776 it´s capital was 
shifted from Kandahar to Kabul.  

Since the late 1970s Afghanistan suffers 
from a continuous state of civil war caused by foreign occupations in the forms of the 1979 
Soviet invasion and the October 2001 US-led invasion that overthrew the Taliban 
government. In December, 2001 the United Nation Security Council authorized the creation 
of an International Security Assistance Force (ISAF) to help maintain security. The country is 
being rebuilt slowly with support from the international community and dealing with a 
strong Taliban insurgency. 

 

2.  The Situation 
 
 a.  Background and Chronology  

 
                  1973            Republican institution induced by the coup d'état  
 
                   1978            Communist revolution  
 
                   1979             Soviet military invasion  
 
February  1989             Soviet military withdrawal April  
 
April          1992             Collapse of the Najibullah Administration ('86-92), continuation of  
                                         Civil war      
 
                   1994             Taliban (meaning "students of God") arrive on the scene  



 
September  1996           Taliban take control of the capital, Kabul October  
 
October 1999                Adoption of the United Nations Security Council Resolution 1267               
                                         stipulating sanctions against the Taliban on grounds that they   
                                         offered sanctuary to Usama Bin Ladin (UBL)          
 
September 2000          Taloqan City (an anti-Taliban faction base) Ą  falls to the Taliban  
 
December 2000            Adoption of the United Nations Security Council Resolution 1333     
                                         adding sanctions against the Taliban criticizing their  
                                         continuing support of terrorism and cultivation of narcotics. 

 

  b. Domestic Outline in Afghanistan  

The domestic situation in Afghanistan is mainly illustrated by the battle between various 
Mujahadeen factions (anti-Taliban factions known as the "Northern Alliance"), which 
control the northeast of the country.  

Mainly the Rabbani faction (Tajik), Dostum faction (Uzbek) and the Islamic Unity Party 
of Afghanistan (which is Hazara), and the Taliban (mainly Pashtuns), which control 80-
90% of the country's territory, including the capital, Kabul. The Northern Alliance is 
currently believed to operate under the command of the united military council, whose 
leader is General Ahmad Shah Masud of the Rabbani faction. 

Reference: The Taliban 

i. The Taliban, meaning "students of God," is composed of Islamic students (Sunni 
faction) with its base located in Kandahar in southern Afghanistan. 

ii. The Taliban was established around 1994 by Mullah Muhammad Omar and 
several of his friends. The Taliban initiated a holy war focused on establishing a 
true Islamic state as well as domestic security and peace. At first, the Taliban's 
objective was to restore law and order based on Islamic law, but they expanded 
their power to seize most of the territory in Afghanistan. 

iii. Assistance from some countries as well as support of the citizens, who had grown 
tired of internal conflict and wanted stability within their home-country, the 
Taliban network and their influence rapidly expanded. After taking control of the 
capital Kabul in September 1996, they declared the establishment of an Islamic 
emirate. 

 

 

 

 



 

  c. Security Situation in Afghanistan  

The security situation in Afghanistan is assessed by most analysts as having 
decreased at a constant rate. 
 Statistics show that although the numbers of incidents are higher than comparable periods, 
they show the same seasonal pattern. The nature of the incidents has changed considerably,  
with high numbers of armed clashes in the field giving way to a combination of armed 
clashes and asymmetric attacks countrywide. 
 
The Afghan National Police (ANP) has become a primary target of insurgents and 
intimidation of all kinds has increased against the civilian population, especially those 
perceived to be in support of the government, international military forces as well as the 
humanitarian and development community. 
 
This is disturbing given the worsening humanitarian situation in the country owing to a 
combination of conflict, drought and high food prices, which have left one-sixth of the 
population in need of food aid. 

The logistical and security problems and a lack of flexibility by the Member States continue 
to hamper the UN's work, especially in the provinces. Even the close coordination between 
the UN and the Afghan Interior Minister in the fight against corruption, especially among 
high-ranking officials, is not bringing any success. Also the cooperation between the EU and 
NATO is highly effected by the lack of a security agreement. 

The US government's main ambitions published at a London conference were to strengthen 
the coordination of international assistance to Afghanistan, to bolster the fight against 
corruption, to improve governance and human rights, to step up the fight against insurgents 
and to plan the transition to fully Afghan leadership. The Taliban has enjoyed an upsurge of 
military success in 2008-2009 and several NATO countries have expressed concerns. 
 
 There has been an average of 898 incidents in the first seven months of 2009, compared to 
677 during the same time 
frame in 2008. Incidents 
involving improvised explosive 
devices have risen 
dramatically, to an average of 
more than eight per day, 60 
per cent higher than the 
average during the first seven 
months of 2008. Complex 
attacks now average one per 
month compared to one per 
quarter in 2008.  
The most recent such 
incidents include an attack 
against the Khost Police 
headquarters building by 



multiple attackers on 25 July and a suicide attack on 21 July against the Gardez National 
Directorate for Security headquarters, Police headquarters and DƻǾŜǊƴƻǊΩǎ ŎƻƳǇƻǳƴŘΣ ƻƴŜ 
of which shared access with the United Nations Multi-Agency Compound. 
 
Public support for deployments to Afghanistan in countries such as Germany and Canada has 
evaporated. The media have reported on US-UK air bombardment of innocent civilians as 
well as bold Taliban attacks against US and NATO forces, suggesting that the intervention is 
failing to produce the promised security, democracy and prosperity.  
 

3.  Map of The Area + ISAF troops 
 

 
 
 
   
 
  
 



1. Inform Yourself About   
 
a.  Un Bodies present in the area  (e.g.: UNFIL,ISAF, UNAMA) 
 

b.  Documents and  Treaties you must be informed about  
 
The situation in Afghanistan and its implications for 

international peace and security (A/63/751ςS/2009/135) 
UN Resolution 1890 
UN Resolution 1868 
UN Resolution 1833 
Afghanistan List of Issues (E/C.12/AFG/Q/2-4) 

Afghanistan Core Document (HRI/CORE/AFG/2007) 
 

c.   Useful 
 

UN Security Council Resolution 1267 (1999) 
UN Security Council Resolution 1333(2000) 

 
 

5. Useful Links  

 http://www.adh-geneva.ch/RULAC/un_resolutions_and_reports.php?id_state=1 

 http://tb.ohchr.org/default.aspx?country=af 

 http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Countries/AsiaRegion/Pages/AFIndex.aspx 

http://www.crisisgroup.org/home/index.cfm?id=3071&l=1&gclid=CPHk3OTt7J8CFUO
FzAodMXF8YQ 

http://www.adh-geneva.ch/RULAC/un_resolutions_and_reports.php?id_state=1 

Sources 

See useful Links 
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