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1. Location and General Information

The Islamic Republic of Afghanistas a country in SoutCentral Asia. It is located within
Central AsiaSouth Asiar also calledhe Middle Eastlt is bordered byran, Pakistan
Turkmenistarand Uzbekistan

Afghanistan has been an ancient focal
point of the Silk Roa@nd migration It

is an important location, connecting
Eas andWest AsiaThe land has been a
target of various invaders but as well
beena source from which local powers
invaded neighboring regiorend
countriesto form their own empires
Ahmad Shah Durracreated the

Durrani Empiren 1747, which isoday
consideredhe beginning of modern
Afghanistanin 1776it"s capital was
shiftedfrom Kandahato Kabu. _J NORTHERN REGION (g NORTHEASTERN REGION

@l CENTRAL REGION [KABUL)

\d SOUTHERM REGION

4 WESTERM REGION g EASTERN REGION

Since the late 1970s Afghanistsuffers
from a continuousstate ofcivil warcausedoy foreign occupations in the forms of the 1979
Soviet invasioand theOctober 2001 Uf&d invasionthat overthrew theTaliban
government. In Deceber, 2001 theUnited NationSecurity Councduthorized the creation
of aninternational Security Assistance Force (IS&d-help maintain security. The country is
being rebuilt slowly with support from the international community and dealing with a
strongTaliban insurgency

2. The Situation

a. Background and Chronology

1973 Republican institution induced by the coup d'état

1978 Communist revolution
1979 Soviet military invasion
February 1989 Soviet military withdrawal April
April 1992 Collapse of the Najibullah Administration ('882), continuation of
Civil war

1994 Taliban (meaning "students of God") arrive on the scene



September 1996 Taliban take control of the capital, Kabul October

October1999 Adoption of the United Nations Security Couné&lesolution1267
stipulating sanctions against the Taliban on grounds that they
offered sanctuary toUsama Bin Ladin (UBL)

September 2000  Talogan Ci (an antiTaliban faction base}, falls to the Taliban

December 2000 Adoption of the United Nations Security Counélesolution 1333
addingsanctions against the Taliban criticizingeir
continuing support of terrorism and cultivation of narcotics.

b. Domestic Outline in Afghanistan

The domestic situation in Afghanistan is mainly illustrated by the battle between various
Mujahadeen factions (anti-Taliban factions known as the "Northern Alliancg'which
control the northeast of the country.

Mainly the Rabbani faction (Tajik), Dostum faction (UzbeR and the Islamic Unity Party
of Afghanistan (which is Hazarg, and the Taliban (mainly Pashtun¥, which control 80-
90% of the country's territory, including the capital, Kabul. The Northern Alliance is
currently believed to operate under the command of the united military council, whose
leader is General Ahmad Shah Masud of the Rabbani faction.

Reference: The Taliban

i.  The Taliban, meaning "students of God," is composed of Islamic students (Sunni
faction) with its base located in Kandahar in southern Afghanistan.

ii.  The Taliban was established around 1994 by Mullah Muhammad Omaand
several of his friends. The Taliban initiated a holy war focused on establishing a
true Islamic state as well as domestic security and peace. At first, the Taliban's
objective was to restore law and order based on Islamic law, but they expanded
their power to seize most of the territory in Afghanistan.

iii.  Assistance from some countries as well as support of the citizens, who had grown
tired of internal conflict and wanted stability within their home-country, the
Taliban network and their influence rapidly expanded. After taking control of the
capital Kabul in September 1996, they declared the establishment of an Islamic
emirate.



C. Security Situation in Afghanistan

The security situation in Afghanistan is assessed by most analysts as having
decreasedt a constantate.

Statistics show that although thmumbers of incidents are higher than comparable perjods
they show thesame seasonal pattern. The nature oétimcidents has changembnsiderably
with high numbes of armed clashes in the figfiving way to aombination of armed
clashes and asymmetric attacks countrywide.

The Afghan National PolicANlB has become a primary target imsurgents and
intimidation of all kinds hascreased against the civiliggopulation, especially those
perceived to be in quport of the governmentinternational military forces as well as the
humantarian and developmentommunity.

This is disturbing given the worsening humanitarian situation in the country owing to a
combination of conflict, drought and high food prices,ig¥thhave left onesixth of the
population in need of food aid.

Thelogistical and security problems and a lack of flexibility by tleenlder States continue
to hamper the UN wolk, especially in the provinces. Even tiiese coordination between
the UNand the Afghan Interior Minister in the fight against corruption, espscahong
high-ranking officials, is not bringing any success. Alsatioperation between the EU and
NATGs highly effected byhe lack of asecurity agreement.

The US governmerstmain ambitiongublished at a London conference weoestrengthen

the coordination of international assistance to Afghanistan, to bolster the fight against
corruption, to improve governance and human rights, to step up the fight against insurgents
and © plan the transition to fully Afghan leadershifhe Taliban has enjoyed an upsurge of
military success in 2068009 and several NATO countries have expressed concerns.

There has been an average of 898 incidenthénfirst seven months of 2009, compared to
677during the same time

frame in 2008. Incidents Coalition Troop Fatalities in Afghanistan (2006-)
involvingimprovised explosive s % of deployed troops per force

devices have risen
dramaticdly, to an average of
more thaneight per day, 60
per cent higher than the
average dring the first seen
months 0f2008.Complex
attacks now average one per  ,e;  ays  can FRA GER ITA NL  PC POL UK us
month compared to one per ?
quarter in2008

The mostrecent such
incidents include an attack
agains the Khost Police
headquartersouilding by DandMcCandlass / informatianisbaautiful.nat #/ Nov (04 saurce: Guardian Datablog

1.3% [0.5% 0.8%, 11%

Afghan Army Private contractors




multiple attackers on 25 July and a suecattack on 21uly against thesardez National

Directorate for Security headauiters, Police headquarters a2 @S Ny 2 N a

02 Y LJ2 dzy

of which shared access with the United Nations MAlgency Compound.

Public support for deployments to Afghanistan in countries sicG@rmany and Canada has
evaporated. The media have reported on-UR air bombardment of innocent civilians as

well as bold Taliban attacks against US and NATO forces, suggesting that the intervention is
failing to produce the promised security, democraayd prosperity
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1. Inform Yourself About

a. Un Bodies present in the area (e.g.: UNFILSAFUNAMA)

b. Documents and Treaties you must be informed about

The situation in Afghanistan and its implicatidos
international peace and securifp/63/751¢S/2009/135
UN Resolution 1890

UN Resolution 1868

UN Resolution 1833

Afghanistan List of Issues/C.12/AFG/Q/2})
Afghanistan Core DocumeiRI/CORE/AFG/2007)

C. Useful

UN Security Council Resolutid@67 (1999
UN Security Council Resolutid833(2000)

5. Useful Links

http://www.adh-geneva.ch/RULAC/un resolutions and reports.php?id state=1

http://tb.ohchr.org/default.aspx?country=af

http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Countries/AsiaRegion/Pages/AFIndex.aspx

http://www.crisisgroup.org/home/index.cfm?id=3071&I=1&gclid=CPHk30Tt7J8SCFUO
FzAodMXF8YQ

http://www.adh-geneva.ch/RULAC/un resolutions and reports.php?id state=1
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