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1. Description of the problem

Nations which are officially known to possess nuclear bombs are the United States of
America, Russian Federation (as successor state to the Soviet Union), the United
Kingdom, France, and China which have signed the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty
(NPT or NNPT).

On the contrary, there are nations which are not a member of the NPT but use nuclear
power: Israel, India, North Korea and Pakistan.

Further, there are nations (Israel, Iran and Syria) which are suspected of owning nuclear
weapons.

Map of Nuclear weapons countries of the world:

Non-NPT Nuclear Weapon States (India, Israel, North Korea, Pakistan)
States accused of having nuclear weapons programs (Iran, Syria)
NATO weapons sharing weapons recipients

States formerly possessing nuclear weapons

(http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Nuclear_weapons_states.svg)

As this issue offers a wide range of interpretation the Security Council will focus on the
nuclear disarmament of the Iran and the Democratic People’ s Republ i ¢ of Nort
(DPRK).

Iran

Il ran's interest canbetracedbhcktathe 1958scwhen ché Shah fmonarch

of Iran) received help from the USA in establishing nuclear facilities.

Iran signed long-term nuclear cooperation agreements with Pakistan and China in 1987 and

1990 respectively. Iran received technical training, and also received three reactors from China.

Russia later joined in the agreements with providing 3 additional reactors. The USA suspecting

Iranian nuclear energy program as a cover for its nuclear weapon research, actively pressurized

Il ran's international partners into reducing thei
provide any of the reactors promised to Iran but Russia continued to generouslyassist i n | ran‘ s
nuclear program. According to their government, Iran is investigating nuclear power for

peaceful goals and to gain new sources of energy.

By 2003, mounting international pressure has led to greatly decreased international assistance

to Iran, and the nation agreed to suspend its uranium enrichment program, and to sign the

Additional Protocol, granting the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) greater access to



its nuclear program in exchange for technological aid upon assurances that Iran does not seek to
develop nuclear weapon capabilities.

Over the course of the next two years, IAEA discovered that Iran was hiding blueprints for
advanced enrichment machinery. Despite the continued international condemning, Iran is
planning on building another set of ten enrichment plants. As tension and international
suspicion enhanced, diplomacy finally broke down. In 2005, Iran declared that it would resume
its uranium enrichment program.

The long-term problem with Iran was that despite the stringent measures taken by the
Security Council, including the embargos, Iran maintained the view that the actions
recommended by the Security Council infringe on its national sovereignty.

On the other side, Iran is also considering the offer of taking about 1200kg of the low-
enriched uranium from Iran and using them to produce fuel rods in Russia and France. This
is a significant offer not only in terms of its usage in other countries, but also in terms of its
effect on resolving the nuclear issue in Iran.

This process from now to the point when this plan is hopefully ratified will involve a
number of steps. Overall, it is timely to put all efforts into establishing agreements with Iran
to promote the cause of nuclear disarmament as Iran is more actively participating in global
talks and conferences, as evident from its call for global nucleard i sar mament by | r ar
nuclear negotiator in Moscow.

$ Al T AOA OE ARepuBlic &f Nokth Korea (DPRK)

DPRK ratified the NPT on December 12, 1985, it has withdrawn from the treaty on January

10, 2003, as a means to express a vehement opposition to the report produced by the US on

uranium enrichment program in DPRK in October 2002.

Six-Party Talks followed between DPRK, Republic of Korea (South Korea), Japan, China, Russia,

and the United Statesinordertotrace DPRK* s nucl ear ambi tions.

On 6 July 2006, tensions again increased as DPRK tested its ballistic missiles.

On the same day, the Security Council passed res
demanding a suspension of ballistic missile program. However, within 3 months, on October 9,

2006, North Korea tested its first nuclear explosive device.

Security Council then passed resolution 1718, further condemning DPRK and instituting

sanctions on the nation, as well as travel ban and asset freeze on key personnel involved in the

nuclear program.

In 2007, two agreements were reached through the Six-Party Talks, which called for the DPRK to

shut down, seal and disable its nuclear facility at Yongbyon and to let the IAEA safeguards into

its territory in exchange for a total of one million tons of heavy fuel oil. At the same time, DPRK

was toprovidea—Cc omp | et e and correct declaration of al/l
North Korea handed over its nuclear declaration and the disablement process at Yongbyon was

reportedly nearing completion. However, further tensions about verification of DPRK

disablement led to a breakdown in the talks. After the UN Security Council condemned the North
Korea‘'s April 2009 missile test, Pyongyang state
Party Talks and that they were not beholden in any previous agreements related to the talks.

This was soon followed by their second nuclear weapons test on May 25,2000.DPRK’" s ef f or t ¢
into nuclear programs pose a significant threat to the East Asia and eventually the entire

world. The Security Council then passed resolution 1874, though to limited effect.

As with some other states in the Middle East, DPRK justifies its

possession and devel opmenétferode hdaerdcar eweéapoos
attacks”



2. Definition of key terms

Nuclear Weapons

Nuclear weapons are explosive devices which derive its destructive forces from the
fusion or fission of the atomic nuclei, releasing a huge amount of energy in the form of
heat and radiation. Intercontinental Ballistic Missiles (ICBM) are long-range missiles
designed to carry nuclear warheads to targets. As such, the proliferation of ICBM
technology is also a cause for concern. Non-nuclear weapons are defined as conventional
arms.

Nuclear Weapon State (NWS)
A NWS is a nation which has manufactured and exploded a nuclear weapon or other
nuclear explosive devices prior to 1 January 1967. (Article IX, paragraph 3, NPT)

Nuclear Proliferation

(Adapted from Article I and II of the NPT)

1. The transfer of nuclear weapons or other explosive devices or control over such
weapons or explosives directly or indirectly, or,

2. To assist, encourage, or induce NWS to manufacture of otherwise acquire nuclear
weapons or other nuclear explosive devices, or control over such weapons or explosive
devices.

The Nuclear NorProliferation Treaty (NPT or NNPT)
The NPT is an international treaty whose aim is to prevent the spread of nuclear

weapons and weapons technology, to promote co-operation in the peaceful uses of
nuclear energy and to further the goal of achieving nuclear disarmament. Please
research what is exactly written in the NPT.

CTBT
Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty, which requires the ratification of the 44
memberstates( r ef erred to as “Annex |1 ”) with

twelve of these have not yet ratified the treaty: China, Colombia, DPRK, DRC, Egypt,
India, Indonesia, Iran, Israel, Pakistan, United States, and Vietnam)

The International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA
... is an autonomous organization established on July 29, 1957, seeks to promote the
peaceful use of nuclear energy and to inhibit its use for military purposes.

3. Background/ general information

Enriched Uranium

This type of Uranium is achieved by increasing the concentration of uranium-235
through chemical separation. This process is essential for both creating nuclear weapons
and developing nuclear energy plants for civic purposes.

nucl



4. Timeline of key events

Date

July 16, 1945
August 6, 1945

August 9, 1945
August 29, 1949
January 31, 1950
October 3, 1953
March 1, 1954
February 13, 1960
November 1958 —
September 1961
October 31, 1959
October 16-28, 1962

June 20, 1963

October 16, 1964

February 14, 1967

July 17, 1967
July 1, 1968
August 24, 1968

November —December1969

March 5, 1970

May 26, 1972

May 18, 1974
July 3, 1974

November 24, 1974

May 28, 1976
July 7, 1977
March 28, 1979
June 18, 1979

September 22,1979

Description of event

Trinity: USA tests its nuclear weapons for the first time.

USA dr ops OedHiréshirhagkilliBg83¢ 000 to 140 000.
USA dr op s GonlRagataki, Killing an estimated 74 000.
USSR tests its first atomic bomb Joe-1 (RDS-1)

USA President Harry Truman announces plans to develop the
hydrogen bomb

The United Kingdom tests its first atomic device, a plutonium
bomb, in Operation Hurricane. Bomb was close copy of Fat Man.
First deliverable design of the hydrogen bomb, BRAVO, tested at
Bikini Atoll.

France tests its first atomic bomb, the Gerboise Bleue (Blue
Jerboa).

USA, UK and USSR observe an informal moratorium on nuclear
weapon tests

USA deploys the first operational Intercontinental Ballistic Missile
(ICBM), the Atlas D.

The Cuban Missile Crisis occurs, plunging the world into what is
often called the closest it has been to nuclear warfare.

USA and USSR sign their first Hotline Agreement, the beginning of
a series of bilateral, confidence building measures aimed at
defusing tension.

China explodes its first nuclear bomb, 596, at Lop Nur. China
would later become the last of the 5 nuclear powers
acknowledged in the Nuclear Non-proliferation Treaty.

The Treaty of Tlatelolco is signed, making Latin America a
nuclear-free zone.

China tests its first hydrogen bomb.

The Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT) opens for signatures.
France tests its first hydrogen bomb

Preliminary Strategic Arms Limitation Treaty (SALT) talks take
place in Helsinki, Finland.

Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT) enters into force. 100
nations will ratify it by 1980.

US President Richard Nixon and USSR General Secretary Leonid
Brezhnev sign the Anti-Ballistic Missile Treaty (ABM), the SALT,
and the Interim Agreement on Strategic Offensive Arms

India becomes the sixth nuclear power after successfully setting
off the Smiling Buddha in the Rajasthan desert.

The Threshold Ban Treaty is signed in Moscow, limiting nuclear
test explosions to fewer than 150 kilotons.

US President Gerald Ford and Brezhnev signs the Vladivostok.
Accord, limiting the number of strategic launchers to 2400 and
Multiple Independently-targeted Re-entry Vehicle (MIRV)
launchers to 1320.

Ford and Brezhniv sign the Underground Nuclear Explosions for
Peaceful Purposes (PNE) Treaty

USA successfully tests a neutron bomb.

Three Mile Island Nuclear Power Plant suffers a partial meltdown
SALT II Treaty is signed by Brezhnev and US President Jimmy
Carter

A US satellite detects a mysterious flash. The Carter



December 26, 1979
August 10, 1981

June 29, 1982
March 23, 1983

August 6, 1985

August
April 1986

November 28, 1986

December 8, 1987

May 31 1988

October 19, 1989
November 9, 1989
June 1, 1990

1991

August 3, 1992
January 3, 1993

March 1993

May 11, 1995
May 15, 1995
April 11, 1996

September 11, 1996
November 26, 1996
May 11, 1998

May 13,1998
May 28, 1998

May 30, 1998
2001

December 13, 2001

administration initially determined that it is not the result of a
nuclear test. It would be revealed in 1993 that this indeed is a
result of a South African nuclear test.

USSR invades Afghanistan, SALT II Treaty removed from
consideration from the US Senate

US President Ronald Reagan re-authorizes the production of the
neutron bomb, also termed the Enhanced Radiation Weapon

The Strategic Arms Reduction Talks (START) begins in Geneva.
US announce plans to embark on a missile defense program. The
Strategic Initiativedis | ater
The South Pacific Nuclear Free Zone Treaty (Treaty of Rarotonga)
is signed.

USSR announces a nuclear testing moratorium

Chernobyl nuclear reactor meltdown occurs in the USSR,
releasing massive amounts of radioactive material.

US deploy its 131st B-52 Bomber, breaking the agreed terms in
SALT II.

US President Ronald Reagan and USSR General Secretary Mikhail
Gorbachev sign the Intermediate-Range Nuclear Forces Treaty,
eliminating all land-based missiles with the ranges between 300 —
3400 miles

Agreement Between the United States of America and the Union
of Soviet Socialist republics on Notification of Launches of
Intercontinental Ballistic Missiles and Submarine-Launched
Ballistic Missiles is signed in Moscow.

The final USSR underground nuclear test takes place.

The Berlin Wall falls, marking the end of the Cold War.

US President George H.W. Bush and Gorbachev signs the new
protocols to the Threshold Test Ban Treaty

Communism falls across Eastern Europe, and the USSR is replaced
by the Commonwealth of Independent States (CIS).

France signs the NPT.

Bush and Russian Federation President Boris Yeltsin sign the
Strategic Arms Reduction Treaty (START II), reducing their
nati ons "’ a rrangemacleas weapbns tb 2060go 3500,
and eliminating all MIRV land-based missiles over the following
10 years.

South Africa announces that it had developed 6 nuclear bombs
but voluntarily destroyed them before signing the NPT in 1991.
178 nations renew the NPT.

China conducts an underground nuclear test.

The Treaty of Pelindaba is signed by 49 of the 53 members of the
Organization of African Unity, creating an African Nuclear-Free-Zone.
UN approves the Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty (CTBT).

The last of the nuclear warheads stationed in Belarus is removed to Russia.
India conducts 3 underground nuclear tests, its first in 24 years, one of

which is for a thermonuclear weapon.
India conducts 2 more nuclear tests.

Pakistan conducts 5 nuclear tests in response to Indian nuclear tests. The

Chagai-I tests places Pakistan among the ranks of the NWS.
Pakistan conducts its 6t nuclear test.

US President George W. Bush moves forward in developing a National

Missile Defense System despite Chinese and Russian protests.
US withdraw from the 1972 ABM Treaty.



May 24, 2002 The Strategic Offensive Reductions Treaty (SORT) is signed between the
US and Russia. Each nation would be limited to 1700 and 2200 strategic
nuclear warheads respectively.

October 16, 2002 DPRK announces that it has developed a secret nuclear weapons program,
in violation of the 1994 agreement.

December 21, 2002 DPRK disables surveillance devices that [AEA has placed in the Yongbyon
research reactor.

January 10, 2003 DPRK withdraws from the NPT

February 5, 2003 DPRK reactivates nuclear facilities and they resume normal operation.

February 9, 2003 Iran acknowledges for the time that it has uranium ore reserves and that it

will reprocess the spent fuel, though insisting that the nuclear program is
solely for civilian use.

May 12,2003 DPRK backs out of the only remaining legal obligation blocking its nuclear
ambitions —a 1992 pact with South Korea to keep the peninsula free of
nuclear weapons.

August 26-29, 2003 Sixxparty talks aimed at ending the
nuclear weapons program takes place in China.
December 19, 2003 Libya admits to trying to develop weapons of mass destruction, and has

acquired centrifuges and uranium enrichment program — components
necessary for making nuclear bombs.

February 25-28, 2003 Six-party talk with DPRK takes place in China.

June 22, 2003 India and Pakistan set up a nuclear hotline.

January 22, 2005 DPRK announces that it is a nuclear weapons state.

April 4, 2005 UN Committee approves Nuclear Terrorism Treaty.

July 31, 2005 Iran resumes nuclear activities.

September 19, 2005 DPRK agrees to give up all nuclear weapon and existing nuclear
programs to return to the NPT.

February 2006 Iran rejects Russian offer to produce nuclear fuel in its plants for Iran,
and resumes nuclear research.

July 5, 2006 DPRK tests ballistic missile Taepodong-2.

October 9, 2006 DPRK tests its first nuclear device.

May 25, 2009 DPRK tests its second nuclear device.

5. Relevant treaties, UN resolutions and actions taken

1 Al UN resolutions concerning the disarmament of nuclear weapons can be found
here: http://disarm.igc.org/ga98rpt.html

9 Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons, 1 July 1968 (Reviewed in 2005)

9 The Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty (1996) (A/50/L.78)

9 Organizations: Conference on Disarmament,Se cr et ary Gener al s Ad\
on Disarmament, United Nations Institute for Disarmament Research (UNIDIR),

United Nations Office for Disarmament Affairs (UNODA)
6. Positions of major countries involved

The Middle East

Countries in the Middle East such as Syria and Israel stand under suspicion of owning
nuclear weapons or contributing material to other countries producing nuclear
weapons. There have been attempts to establish a nuclear-weapon-free-zone in the


http://disarm.igc.org/ga98rpt.html

Middle East so that it is important to know the opinions of countries towards nuclear
disarmament.

P5 natiors

Of course, the P5 nations (UK, USA, France, China and Russia) play a major role about
this issue. Not only due to their veto rights but also due to their willingness to support
NWS as it is shown in the past.

7. Useful Sources and Links

http://www.globalsecurity.org/wmd/world/iran /nuke.htm

http://news.bbc.co.uk/2 /hi/middle east/4031603.stm

http://www.nytimes.com/info/iran-nuclear-program/

http://www.iaea.org/NewsCenter/Focus/laealran/iaea reports.shtml

http://87.253.140.15 /thimun /images/stories/pdf/2010-research-reports/Security-
Council.pdf

http://87.253.140.15 /thimun/images/stories/pdf/2010-research-reports/General-
Assemblyl.pdf

http://87.253.140.15/thimun/images/stories/pdf/2010-research-
reports/Disarmament-Sub-Commission1.pdf

http://www.iaea.org/

http://www.un.org/Docs/sc/

http://www.un.org/disarmament/
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