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1. What is the West Bank

The West Bank is the eastern part of the Palestinian territories; its located on the western
bank of the River Jordan in the Middle East. To the west, north, and south, the West Bank is
bordered by Israel. To the east lies the country of Jordan. The West Bank also contains a
coastline the Dead Sea. Since 1967, most of the West Bank has been under Israeli military
occupation and control. ;
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Before WWI, the area now "m-,q West Bank
known as the West Bank was ez, :

under Ottoman rule and a part e
of the province of Syria. At the
1920 San Remo conference, the
Allied powers allocated the area
to the British Mandate of
Palestine which included Jordan
and also Israel. From 1948 until "
1967, the area was under SRR
Jordanian rule. Jordan's claim

was never recognized by the

international community, with EGYP1

the exception of the United

Kingdom. The West Bank was

taken control of by Israel,

during the Six-Day War in June, 1967. Resulting of this Six-Day War the West Bank was not
annexed by Israel, with the exceptiomf East JerusalenMost of the residents are Arabs, but
also a large number of Israelis have created settlements in the region since 1967. About
500,000 Israelis live in the West Bank settlements, illegal under international law.
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2. The situation
a. Israeli West Bank Barrier

There is a barrier being constructed by the State of Israel. It is built out of a network of
fences with vehicle-barrier trenches surrounded by a 60 meter wide exclusion area and high
concrete walls up to 8 meters. The barrier is built mainly in the West Bank and partly along
the 1949 Armistice line (Green Lingbetween Israel and Jordan. In April 2006, the approved
length of the barrier was 703 kilometers.

The barrier is highly controversial. Supporters say that the barrier is highly necessary to
protect Israeli civilians from Palestinian terrorism, including the suicide bombing attacks that

increased significantly during the past years.

Opponents of the barrier argue that the route deviates from the Green Linénto the



occupied territories captured by Israel. They say that the barrier is an illegal and violates
international law. They also say it has the intent or effect to pre-empt final status
negotiations, and severely restricts Palestinians who live nearby, to travel freely within the
West Bank and to access work in Israel. In 2004 the International Court of Justice declared
that "Israel cannot rely on a right of seléfence or on a state of necessity in order to
preclude the wrongfulness of tleenstruction of the wall. Construction of the barrier is
contrary to international lavé.

The United Nations passed a number of resolutions on this topic and the International Court
of Justice issued an advisory opinion calling for the barrier to be removed.
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Court declared the illegality of the barrier. The Security Council still to accept and enforce
0 KS | @telzthaQdithe United Nations remains sidelined in the conflict.

Israel submitted a 246 page written statement containing the views of the Government of
Israel on Jurisdiction and Propriety to the Court, but chose not make any oral statements.

b. Humanitarian Situation in and around the West Bank

The settlements have made many aspects of life difficult for Palestinians. In the old city of
Hebron, close to 600 settlers live in colonies, in close proximity to 30,000 Palestinians. The
Israeli authorities enforced tight security measures and have set up many checkpoints in this
area of the city, which include the Cave of the Patriarchs, an important place of worship for
both Jews and Muslims. A number of roads are closed to Palestinian citizens and they are
not allowed to bring cars into the area where they live.

Hundreds of Palestinians have to pass checkpoints in order to buy important goods like food.
Women are particularly vulnerable to forms of abuse, the more so because Palestinians are
not allowed to drive along many streets, forcing women to cross the checkpoints on foot.
Because of closed roads, old people are forced to lug shopping bags over extended
distances.

Ambulances taking Palestinian residents to hospital in emergencies are often faceing long
delays at checkpoints. Families have been forced to carry their sick relatives on stretchers or
use donkeys to transport them to a pickup point where an ambulance is waiting.

The economic life has almost died out because of movement restrictions and violence
caused by settlers. Some shopkeepers have been ordered to close down by the army. Others
have almost lost all their customers, because Palestinians are afraid to get close to the
Jewish settlements. Poverty is rampant. According to an International Committee of the
Red Cross (ICRC) study of households in the restricted areas, 86 percent of families live in
relative poverty, as they have only S 97 per person per month for food, clothes and all other
living expenses.

Most Palestinians have had to put wire in front of their windows and to keep them shut as
they risk having urine, rotten vegetables or stones thrown at them through the windows. For
children, even the daily walk to school can be dangerous, as settlers may threaten them or



throw stones. The southern area of the West Bank, Masafer Yatta, is also a hotspot of settler
violence. This area is used by thousands of herders and Bedouins who are used to moving
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Geneva Conventions, a set of
principles instituted after World War
Il to ensure that civilians would _
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conventions today.
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Israeli forces regularly confiscate private land; imprison individuals without process ¢
including children ¢physical abuse them under incarceration; demolish family homes;
bulldoze orchards and crops; place entire towns under curfew; destroy shops and

businesses; shoot, maim, and kill civilians ¢ and Palestinians have no to stop any of it.
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simply the Arabic word for uprising or rebellion.

This is the second such uprising. The first began in 1986 and ended in 1993 when the peace
negotiations offered hopes of justice. During this first uprising, which consisted largely of
Palestinians throwing stones at Israeli troops, Palestinians were killed at a rate
approximately 7-10 times that of Israelis.

Israeli forces attempted to put down this rebelliont K NR dz3 K (1 KS &ao NBI |
implemented by Yitzhak Rabirin which people who had been throwing stones were held
down and got their arms broke. On the first day of this policy alone, one hospital in Gaza
treated 200 People for fractures.

¢ 2 R lugriénhg ¢ G S NI S Becdnid IBtifadéic was triggered when an Israeli general,

Ariel Sharon visited a Jerusalem holy site, accompanied by over a thousand armed Israeli

soldiers. When some Palestinian youths threw stones, Israeli soldiers responded with live
gunfire, killing 5 the first day, and 10 the second.



This uprising has now continued for over five years, as Israel periodically launches massive
invasions into Palestinian communities, using tanks, helicopter gunships, and F-16 fighter
jets. Palestinian fighters resisting these forces possess rifles and homemade mortars and
rockets.

azald trftSaldAaAyAlrya ¥SSt GKIG GKS LaNI St
and there is a great deal of evidence that this is the goal of many Israeli leaders.

At the same time, however, there is a small but determined minority of Israelis, joined by
citizens from throughout the world, who are coming to the Palestinian Territories to oppose
LANF StA 200dzLd GA2Yy ® ¢ KSAaS el kayeipdst Miscacafll 2 y |
marches, attempt to help Palestinian farmers harvest their crops despite Israeli military
closures, live in refugee camps in the hope that their presence will prevent Israeli invasions
and shelling, and walk children to school.
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continue to fight beyond the 1967 borders in order to dominate, expel, starve and humiliate
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Elections held in January, 2005, resulted in new Palestinian leadership which will govern
under occupation and will attempt to negotiate eventual Palestinian liberation.

3. Map of the Area
Palestinian loss of land, 1946 - 1999

Palestinian and Jewish land 1946 UN Partition Plan, 1947 Palestinian and Jewish land, 1948-1967 Palestinian and Jewish land 1999
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4. Inform Yourself About

a. UN bodies in the Arege.g.: UNFIL)

b. Quartet on the Middle East:
Consisting of the USA, Russia, the European Union and the UN

c. Documents and Treaties yauust be informed about:
The UN Resolution 242
The 1978 Camp David Accords
The Oslo accords
The Israel-Jordan Treaty of Peace
The 2000 Camp David summit

Useful:
The UN Partition Plan
The Wye River Memorandum

5. Useful Links

http://www.scsmena.org/situation_in_wbg.htm
http://www.usatoday.com/news/world/2010-01-24-israel-palestine_N.htm
http://www.ochaopt.org/
http://www.cfr.org/publication/21187/focus_on_west_bank_not_negotiating.html
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